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I. SAMUEL, xm. 7: 


Now therefore fand flill, that I may reaſon with you 
before the Lord, of all the righteous ads of the Lord 
which be did to you and to your fathers. 


Ir ens « favourite method of inftruation with the 
Jewiſh legiſlators, doctors, and prophets, to recur to 
the hiſtory of the nation, and refer to ancient events, 
to the righteous acts which the Lord had done thai 
bv fathers, and alſo to ſuch as were wrough in a 
period coeval with themſelves, in order to excite a 
correſpondent gratitude, and alſo a ſpirit of religious 8 
obedience, in the breaſts of the people. We would 3 
willingly adopt the ſame plan, if our time would con- 
a venicntly admit of ſuch an extenſive diſcuſſion : but as 


B it 


( 2 ] 
it will not, we muſt wave the conſideration of thoſe 
« righteous acts which the Lord has done to our 
« fathers,” and ſelect a few of the moſt leadin g and 
conſpicuous which our oon eyes have ſeen, or which 
we now behold ; and for ſome of which we are called 
upon this day, as Chriſtians and as citizens, to come 


before him and rejoice. . 


Let us begin with that moſt righteous and merciful 
act, the bleſſing of public Peace. Whilſt · wars and 
© rumours of wars” ſpread and prevail around; whilſt 
4 nation riſes againſt nation, kingdom againſt kingdom, 
« and many kingdoms are divided againſt themſelves ;” 
whilſt the Old World ſeems generally convulſed, and 
- tottering under thoſe ſigns and ſymptoms which denote 
approaching diſſolution; * the Lord has notwith- 
« ſtanding given (and as yet continued) unto us the 
« bleſſing of Peace.” He has compelled thoſe who 

are diſpoſed to be © enemies, to be at peace with us,” 


1 
179 1 


and graciouſly * eſtabliſhed that peace in all our bor- 


| « ders.” 


% Now therefore ſtand ſtill, that I may reaſon with 
you before the Lord of this righteous act which the 
« Lord has done for us.” Have we, as a religious and 
thinking people, aſcribed to the Lord the honour and 
glory thereof? Or do we retain a grateful remem- 


brance of the ſignal deliverance he wrought, ©* when 
« the nations were gathered together againſt us on 
be every fide?” Do we acknowledge the operations 
of the Divine Juſtice, in having put that yoke upon 
their necks which they ſought to put upon 6urs ? And 
do we adore the Divine Mercy for having dried up that 
.red-ſea of blood which our long and extenſive wars 
had filled, and which had nearly overwhelmed Prince 
and People in one common ruin ? No, we have not. 
Inſtead of being thankful for a deliverance from theſe 


merited viſitations, we are become vain in our ima- 


ginations, and our „ fooliſh hearts are darkened” by 
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12 
the pride of victory; * we forget the things our eyes 
% have ſeen,” or elſe aſcribe them to ſecondary cauſes, | 
—to our policy, our courage, our ingenuity and 
ſtrength, theſe e pods of our own making, the work 
« of men's hands.” Deluded by this principle, we 
attribute ſucceſs to our armies, but forget the Lord 
« of Hoſts;” we extol the power and ſuperiority of 
our feets, but forget the Ruler of the winds and waves ; 
we magnify and blazon forth our inexbauſtible reſources 
(as we fooliſhly and profanely call them), but forget 


the great Proprietor of all, who gives power to get 
« wealth, or in a moment humbles the children of 


« pride.“ 


Thus have we very diſtantly departed from God, 


and baniſhed him and his goodneſs from our thoughts. 
Sceptically renouncing his ſuperintending providence, 
we conſider ourſelves as the © Gods of the land; and 
by our own might we will approach the heights of 


| Lebanon, and aſſume the prerogatives of Heayen : by 


our 
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our might we 'vainly ſuppoſe political ſafety, and every 
project, may be accompliſhed. But no, ſays God, not 
by your -might, nor yet by your power and wiſdom 
which you preſumptuouſly glory in. What availed the 
might of the Aſſyrian, Perſian, Babylonian, and Roman 
empires, the four greateſt that ever the ſun beheld, 
with all their fleets and armies, with all their nume- 
rous reſources and inexhauſtible finances? Or, to 
bring the matter nearer home, what'is become of the 
might of a NEIGHBOURING NATION, Which has been 
the ſcourge and diſturber of all others that ſurround 
her almoſt two hundred years? How is this ham- 
« mer of the whole earth cut aſunder and broken, and 
« become a deſolation among the nations? 


In all theſe inſtances we read an awful lecture on the 


fate of empires, and find that the Prophet's declaration 


is an axiom in politics as well as in morals—“ There 
« is no peace,” faith God, ©* unto the wicked.” Swayed 

and determined by theſe examples to the adoption of {2 
| better 
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better ſentiments, let us univerſally acknowledge the 
gracious interference of God in our favour; let us bleſs 
his holy name for it ; let us live according to the holy 
doctrines and righteous laws of the Prince of Peace, 
and convert the judgments inflicted on other nations 


into ſeaſonable admonitions to our own. By doing ſo, 


we place the Deity on his throne, and ourſelves (where | 


we ought to be) at his footſtool ; and when * the 


% Lord is thus their King and Protector, the multi- 
« tude of the iſles may be glad thereof.” Our iſle has 
great reaſon to be glad, and offer him a conſtant tribute 
of ſeraphic praiſe for the abundance of peace it enjoys; 
and therefore not unto us, not unto us, but unto 
«« his name, be that praiſe aſcribed,” 


Another „ righteous act which the Lord has done 
* to us, is the beſtowing of National Proſperity. One 
bleſſing generally introduces another, and this is the 


conſequence of peace; for our ſwords are now turned 


into ploughſhares, and our ſpears into pruning- 
: | « hooks ;” 
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* hooks ;” our fleets, inſtead of carrying the engines 
of deſtruction, are now fraught with the * ſtores of 
« the merchant,” and convey to us from all quarters 
of the world * the peculiar treaſures of Kings and the 
* provinces.” Agriculture has alſo liberally ſupplied us 
with the bleſſings of Autumn, and “ filled our garners 
« with all manner of ſtore.” In ſhort, * the riches 
« of the earth, and the abundance of the ſea,” are 
profuſely poured into our laps. 


Let me then * reaſon with you before the Lord, on 
e theſe righteous acts which he has done to us.” Do. 
we enjoy the productions of foreign climes with a grate- 
ful heart, or import with them pride and folly, and 


render them inſtrumental to our luſts ? Or when © the 


4 wallies (which lately was the caſe) ſtood ſo thick 


„ with corn, as,” in the prophetic language, apparently 
© to laugh and ſing; when “ all the trees of the 
« wood (clothed in their richeſt verdure) ſeemed to- 
« rejoice before the Lord; when the birds joined: 
their 
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their cheerful celebrations to the general harmony, and 


te the cattle on a thouſand hills” lowed their reſpon- 
ſive ſtrains of gratitude for a ſeaſon of plenty: Did 
we, for whom thefe bleſſings were principally in- 
tended, bring our tribute of praiſe to * the Lord of 
« the harveſt, for crowning the year with his good- 
« neſs?” Did we offer up * our reaſonable ſervices,” 
and leave a liberal portion behind for the ' poor of the 
« land?” Ordid we (as I fear was almoſt univerfally 
the caſe) dedicate one part to coverouſneſs, and the other 
to pride and luxury, and fay within our hearts, © Now, 


1 ſoul, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry?“ 


By an abuſe of theſe things the tables of many are 
become a ſnare to take themſelves withal. Having 
s eaten and become full; having built goodly houſes, 
« and dwelt therein; and having our filver and our 
gold, and all that we have, greatly multiplied and 
« increaſed ;”* our hearts, inſtead of being thankful 
for theſe bleſſings, and temperate in the uſe of them, 


are 


, 
* 


, 
* 
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are by them preſumptuoully lifted up, and we“ for- 
get the Lord our God.“ In conſequence of this 
ſpirit of ſelf-exaltation, what an army of evils. pre- 
vail with it! Luxury and exceſs ſuperſede enjoy- 
ment of the things themſelves ; oſtentation has in a 
great meaſure ſupplanted the true delights of ſociety; 
and an emulous ſuperiority in pride and diſtinction 
has contributed materially to the utter annihilation of 
ſimple principles, and almoſt cut aſunder the finer 
cords of genuine and ſentimental friendſhip. Actuated, 


inſtead of theſe, by narrow-minded and ſelfiſh pre- 


poſſeſſions, Ambition has been encouraged to erect a 
ſtandard under which all orders and deſcriptions enliſt. 
The ſpoils of the Indies, though lodged' in the hands 
of a few, have diſſeminated the attractions of ſplen- 
dor; and from the court to the cottage the mania 
has viſibly extended. In every department of life 
(with the exception of but a few individuals), appear- 
ances are ſtudied beyond our actual ſituations : and to 


emulate and rival, if not exceed, thoſe who are above 


C us, 
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us, is the prevailing folly and ſatal characteriſtic of 
the times. Our minds, principally occupied in theſe 
and other purſuits equally ignoble and unworthy, 
become enervated, ſenſual, and degenerate; the ſolemn 
and exalted realities that reſpe& God, Religion, and 
Eternity, and which are the only adequate objects of 
the ſoul, are gradually feen to decline ; whilſt luxury, 
effeminacy, ſinful indulgences, a general contempt of 
revealed religion, and every confounding contrary to 
that which is right and reaſonable, in a ſimilar pro- 
portion are ſeen to increaſe. And Shall I not 
c viſit for theſe things, faith the Lord? ſhall not my 
© ſoul be avenged of ſuch a nation as this?” On 


his own peculiar people, and on every other nation 


notoriouſly guilty of ſuch enormities, the phials of his 
vengeance have been poured. The order of his Pro- 
vidence concerning them all is uniform and clear: 


firſt he ſends his religion and laws, to make a king- 


gom happy ; and whenever theſe are diſregarded, his 
judgements immediately ſucceed. Let us inſtance this 
in 


few 1 
in the Afatic world. God firſt placed man there, 
and gave him a law to make him happy; and then 
the Goſpel (a clearer and milder diſpenſation), to 
make him happier ſtill. The knowledge of God by 
theſe means was very generally extended ; and the 
revelation of his will was accompanied with a kind 
and increaſing influence, both in government and in 
morals. Thus things continued, till Luxury, gaining 
a footing, infinuated jitſelf into the affections of the 
multitude, and, by inducing them to forſake their 
*« firſt love, drew upon them the ſevereſt reſent- 
ments of a jealous and holy God : for eyen to this 
day unprincipled tyrants hold their bodies in ſub- 
jection; the Prince of Darkneſs retains his empire over 
their ſouls ; and the ancient venerable ruins of thoſe 
temples in which the name of the Redeemer was 
once recorded, and the joyful tidings of his Goſpel 
daily ſounded forth, preſent to the eye of reflection an 
important admonition to be wiſe betimes. The ſame 
chain of events, and the fame attendant diſpenſations, 
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may be pointed out in Europe ; but to avoid enlarging: 
beyond the limits we preſcribed, let me give you an 
inſtance thereof in only one of its nations, and that 
aur neareſt neighbour : as Babylon of old, fo “ ſhe ſat 
« delicately arrayed like a queen among the nations; 
« her merchants waxed rich through the abundance 
« of her dainties: and by theſe and her ſorceries 
t together were all nations of the earth deceived : 
* but in an hour ſhe is come to nought, and her, 
“ delicacies are departed from her.” As our nation, 
has been in habits of procuring them from her-in great. 
abundance ; as her maxims, her manners, her pride, 
her frivolities, her luxuries, and thoſe worſt of ſor- 
ceries, her Deiſtical principles, have been imported with. 
a general and affected avidity; and as we have more- 
over purchaſed them on terms of the moſt wanton. 
extravagance, we are juſtly entitled to the benefit of. 
her additional example of the fates of nations ;, 
which, in common with the examples of all others, 
confirms a. very ancient doctrine of Revelation, that 

whenever. 
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whenever national proſperity cauſes a forgetfulnefs of 
God, a contempt of religion, and increaſing profli- 
gacy in the people, that very proſperity ſhall lay 
them.” With this declaration, and with theſe exam- 
ples of its truth, either recorded in the page of 
hiſtory, or wrought before our eyes, let us hope to 
perpetuate the great favours and privileges we enjoy 
by a contrafy demeanour, and a more chriſtian deport- 
ment than we have hitherto exerciſed : for the pro- 
longation of our national charter is entirely dependent 
thereon ; and the continuance of national proſperity 
is ſolely held by this conditional tenure “ the Lotd 
« js with us whilſt we are with him; and if we ſeek 
* him, he will be found of us; but if we forſake him, 
te he will forſake us.” 


Another „of the righteous acts which the Lord 
+ has done to us,” is the national eſtabliſhment of his 
Religion amongſt us. To go no further back into the 


days of aur fathers than the æra of the Reformation, . 
how. 
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how gloriouſly did the pure Goſpel of Chriſt aſcend 


above the clouds of ſuperſtition ! and what. able and 


zealous profeſſors did God raiſe up, to plant and eſtabliſh 
it amongſt us! It was entruſted to men who, poſ- 
ſeſſing the utmoſt advantages of learning, ſanctified it 
by prayer, piety, and retirement. The ſacred Volume, 
and the writings of the firſt Chriſtians, as forming the 
beſt comments thereon, were the ſources from whence 
they drew up that form of ſound words which every 
ſabbath-day is read in your ears; and the regulations 
and diſcipline of the Apoſtolic Churches were made 
the models of our own. The fabric they reared, is 
to be ſeen amongſt us to this day. Its walls not being 
built with untempered mortar, with earthly and 
periſhing materials, but with truth and purity, are 
not in the leaſt decayed ; and being founded upon 
the ſure foundation-ſtone laid in Zion, on Chriſt's 
doctrines, his divmity, and laws, neither popery, 
apoſtaſy, hereſy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, nor even the gates 
of Hell, have hitherto prevailed againſt it! This is the 


molt 
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moſt righteous act, this is the greateſt benefit we 
have yet conſidered, and one on which the reſt de- 


pend. Let us therefore “ reaſon a little before the 


Lord,” on the uſe we make of it. Do we diligently 
avail ourſelves of the advantages ſo liberally imparted? 


Do we live according to the righteous doctrines. 
conſtantly preached and promulgated? Do we punctu- 


ally attend the miniſtry of the word, and reverently 


attend to it as the word of God, which it moſt cer- 


tainly is? Do we receive it in the“ meekneſs of 


wiſdom ;” reflect much on the expoundings and 


explanations afforded ; «* ſearch the Scriptures,” to ſee 


if they are actually true; and then apply them to 


the different ſtates and ſituations of our mind, ac-- 


companied with prayer and invocation of God's good 


ſpirit for an attendant blefling ? Few there are but 


muſt in theſe reſpects plead guilty, and acknowledge 


their manifold omiſſions: and for want of attending 


to this pious and conſiſtent method of learning divinity, . 


men commence ſtudents of the ſacred ſcience in a. 
Wrong . 


+ 
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rung ſpirit—a ſpirit of pride and ſcepticiſm. Regarding 
their reaſon as an oracle, and their judgement as an 
infallible teſt, they reject ſome parts of the Sacred 
Writings, and force the moſt arbitrary conſtructions 
on the reſt, They expunge out of their creed all. 
the radical doctrines of Chriſtianity, which make it 
a beautiful and perfect ſyſtem ; they rob Chriſt of his 
divinity, ſacrilegiouſly ſpoil the Goſpel of its moſt 
eſſential ornaments, and precipitately deſtroy what they 
pretend to reform ; namely, the Reformation itſelf. 
Aſhamed of calling it what it virtually is, Deu, 
though in diſguiſe, Socinianjſm is thought a milder 
appellation :* and as Infidelity is an offenſive word, 

5 and 

x Deiſm is now concealed under cover of Sociniani/m ; and Socinia- 
ſm is inculcated under the appellation of Preſbyterianiſm / ! This 
ſeems to be the eccleſiaſtical policy of a conſiderable body of the 
Diſſenters: at leaſt it is ſo in Uxbridge, where I reſide, in common 
with many other places. Surely there muſt be ſomething very 
wague, if not_exceptionable, in thoſe tenets which require a f/7itious 


„ 
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and excites alarm, liberal ſentiments, free enquiry, 
and new light, are adopted as phraſes that are on. the 
contrary inſinuating and attractive. It is a /ight 
however that, like a deceiving vapour, has led many 
into all the miſeries and inexplicable perplexities of 
error; 


name to render them admiſſible; or to be uſed as a lure to entrap 
the credulous and undiſcerning profeſſor, though by approaches im- 
perceptible to himſelf, into thoſe ſnares and labyrinths of error 
which, were they publickly acknowledged, or their danger clearly 
underſtood, would be univerſally avoided and abhorred. A coalition 
in the theological world, between the followers of Calvin and Sacimus, 
is more ſtrange and unaccountable than any we read of in the 
political, It affords an additional inſtance of the truth of a remark 
which obſervation frequently ſuggeſts ; that when any © winds of 
doctrine“ blow upon the religious world, thoſe who. take their 
ſtand at the higheſt point of enthu/ia/m, are ſooneſt removed from 
their reaſonable ſervice, and fall off from the * Tree of Life,” 
thick and wavering as the leaves in autumn! One would ſcarcely 
have thought that old Calvin's /zb/e coat would ever be plunged 
into a Socinian die; or that any one would undertake to moderniſe 

D | its 
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error; it has drawn them through the ' rugged paths 


ef Materialiſm to the very borders of Atheiſm: it has 


alſo in a great meaſure extinguiſhed the ſacred flame 
of Chriſtian unity in the profeſſing world, and left no 


ather light, or heat, or comfort, to the heart of man 


. . 
10 


its groteſque and formal ſhape, and alter it according to the faſhions . 
and propenſities of refined heatheniſm. But, ſuch isthe taſte and 
enterpriſe of the age, that the moſt palpable abſurdities are at · 
tempted : and, among many others, words and names which hitherto . 
have had a clear and determinate meaning, are now uſed to denote - 
any thing which policy or convenience may direct. It therefore 
cannot be too generally intimated that by the appellation a MODERN 
Preſbyterian, is ſignified one who denies the Divinity his Saviour; 
his mediation, his atonement, and interceſſion, in conjunction with 
many other valuable and comfortable truths which diſinguiſb 
Chriſtianity from Heatheniſm, and give the former a. decided pro- 
ference for the eſſential purpoſes of doQrine, reproof, correction, 
and inſtruction in righteouſneſs. A consIsTENT Preſbyterian might 
now forcibly expoſtulate with the generality of his teachers, and he 
might ſay to them very juſtly; ** YOU have taken away - my. 
Lord, and I know not where you have laid him,” 


4 
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in return, except it be ſuch as the ſhining of the moon 
affords in a froſty night, which leaves all nature cold 
and dreary as it finds it.* This is the return that 
ſome men make the Deity for the eſtabliſhment of 
his religion amongſt us; and if we reaſon before the 
Lord with others who till hold the truth, and the 
foundation of truth, there is too much cauſe for 
reprehenſion, becauſe it is oftentimes held in un- 
righteouſneſs of life. It is held in a /ukewarm and 
negligent ſpirit, which keeps profeſſors from the place 
of worſhip on the moſt trifling occaſions, and ſuch as 


frequently are the reſult of their own contrivance. 
This has. occaſioned a moſt fatal negle& of family 


prayer 


If the reader wiſhes to make himſelf maſter of the ſubject, on- 
- the orthodox fide I would recommend a little Trad, entitled Jones's 
Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity; together with Materland's Importance 
of the Trinity, Leſlie's Socinian Controverſy, Biſhop Horfley's Trafts in 
Controverſy with Dr. Priefiley ; and a Book entitled Hore Solitariæ, 
recently publiſhed by Matthews. | 
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prayer and domeſtic inſtruction; it has very unhappily 


removed that ſeriouſneſs of thinking which is exerciſed” 
in religious retirement and communion with God : and 
alas! what is worſe than all, it has induced a very 
general profanation of the SaBBATH ; which, from 
being conſidered as. “ a day of reſt, and an holy 
*« ſolemnity to the Lord,” is every where diſturbed 
with © the noiſe of the whip, the prancing of the 
« horſes, the ſongs of the drunkard, and the madneſs 
« of the people.” This day, the religious and 
abſtracted obſervance of which is the only bank or 
bulwark againſt the inroads of ſecularity, being thus 
held in contempt, ſurvey the conſequences as they 
appear in what are called the faſhionable circles, and 
you will find them to be infidelity, luſt, intemperance, 
pride, and profaneneſs ; then look at the lawer orders 
of the people, and you will behold drunkenneſs, idle- 
neſs, poverty, deceit, diſcontent, diſhoneſty, blaſphemy, 
and the moſt brutiſh ignorance in religion : and were 
we to extend our obſervations to the profeſſed haunts 


and 
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and receptacles of vice and infamy, we ſhould ſee fit 
greater abominations than theſe, 


What we have ſeen and alluded to, are ſufficient of 
_ themſelves to deſtroy the beſt gabliſbed Church that ever 
was ſet up. They Save deſtroyed many. The ſeven. 
Aſiatic Churches have had their candleſticks-removed ;. 
and the whole power and policy of the Roman Empire 
were inſufficient to protect the Chriſtian Religion, 
though fully eſtabliſhed, againſt the inroads of hereſy 
and vice, 


Awed by theſe providences let us (as God counſels. 
the church of Sardis) «© be watchful, and ſtrengthen 
«© the things which remain, and are ready to die; 
let us remember how mercifully. and miraculouſly we 
4 received them; and let us hold them faſt, and 
te repent.” Then will the Lord be pleaſed with our 
ſpiritual Zion, with the Church. he has eſtabliſhed 

amonglt. 
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wmongſt us; he will graciouſly condeſcend to be its 
Defender and Protector; he will fruſtrate the moſt | 
malicious and powerful combinations of its enemies, 
and raiſe up Kings to be its nurſing fathers, and Queens 


its nurſing mothers, as we now behold. 


And this brings me, in the laſt place, to ſpeak of. 
another * righteous act the Lord has done to us,” in 
bleſſing us with a Sovereign exactly of this deſcription— 
a Father to the church, and a friend to his people. All, 
in ſhort, that are dependent on his care, are inſtructed 
by his example, and maintained in the conſtitutional 
enjoyment of their property, their liberty, and laws. 
The miſery or felicity of moſt other nations turns on 
the caprice of tyrants, on their arbitrary mandates, or 
the private intereſt of their minions but the regal 
ſceptre with us is ſwayed upon principles of public 
zuſtice : the ſupplications of the moſt obſcure peaſant 
find ready and gracious admittance to the royal ear; 


and as far as the power of one individual can extend to 


diffuſe 


. 
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diffuſe happineſs amongſt the many, it is conſtantly 
exerted with this benevolent deſign by. our: beloved 
Monarch. 


For ſetting ſuch a one to reign over us, and more 
eſpecially for reſtoring him to us when the prevalence 
of diſeaſe had almoſt ſilenced the ſuggeſtions of hope, 
the moſt lively. tributes of gratitude ſhould be offered 
to that Almighty Being in whoſe hand we all are, and 
who thereby ſaved our nation from a ſtate of impending 
anarchy, and perhaps-civil commotion. 


Let us therefore * reaſon a little before the Lord 
on this righteous act which he has done to us, 
and our conduct reſpecting it. Did we impute ſuch a 
ſignal and ſeaſonable deliverance to the God of all 
goodneſs, and offer up the . calves of the lips and the 
« ſacrifice of the heart,” on that memorable occaſion ? 
Have we repented of ſuch fins as have always been the 
fore-runners of national viſitations? And as God was 

pleaſed i 


| T 4] 
pleaſed to ſhew this additional inſtance of his mercy, 
have we acknowledged it in our individual capacity ? 
If we have not, let us profit by our former errors 


and delay, and ſeriouſly attend to the advice which 


a Prophet and a Judge once gave the nation of the 
Jews: “Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth 
« with all your heatt 3 for conſider what great things 
e he has done for you: but if ye ſhall fi! do 
* wickedly, ye ſhall certainly be conſumed, both ye 
% and your king.” 


* reaſon with you before the Lord, on ſome of the 
“ righteous acts which the Lord has done for us,” 
and whereof we now rejoice, Were we to attempt to 
| tell of all, © they would be more than we ſhould be 
| << able to expreſs.” A few of the more general .and 
| conſpicuous have therefore been ſelected as proper 
objects for our preſent meditation: and if the reaſons 
offered reſpeRing them have been rendered ſucceſsful 


1 


Thus have 1 endeavoured plainly and ſeriouſly to 


„ 
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by the bleſſing of God, if they have been impreſſed 

on our hearts by his ſpirit, with the ſolemn conviction 

and effect their importance demands, our gratitude, 


obedience, and devotion, will be humbly offered up in 
return, as the moſt acceptable ſacrifice, and the moſt 
reaſonable ſetvice. And as theſe are-what the Lord 

requires, and what it is our bounden duty to preſent, 
though it is but preſenting unto him his own, yet 
he will in mercy accept them through the merits of 
his Son, and perpetuate the * righteous acts which 
« he has already done to. us, to our children, and 
to our children's children, even to remoteſt poſterity : 
he will more fignally diſplay to us his excellent 
greatneſs in the temporal operations of his providence, 


and more abundantly manifeſt his excellent mercy 
and goodneſs in the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings of 


his redemption : he will bring us into his univerſal 

kingdom, which will be inherited by the Saints of 

the Moſt High. God will then reign in us, and 
| E reign 
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reign over us, and be to us an inexhauſtible ſource 
of happineſs, glory, and perfection; and in this 
moſt bleſſed and -exalted relation he will be our 


| Gop, and we ſhall be immutably and eternally nts 


ProPpLIEI II 


* — 7 


GRANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, that 
the words we have this day heard with our outward 
ear (as far as they have been ſpoken agreeable to thy 
holy will), may be written by thy ſpirit inwardly in 
all our hearts. Grant, that as thou haſt been pleaſed 
to beſtow upon us the bleſſing of public peace, we may 
regard it as a convenient and favourable ſeaſon to ſeek 


after that peace of conſcience which paſſeth all under- 


ſtanding. As thou haſt greatly jncreaſed our national 

proſperity, make us likewiſe proſperous in our ſpiritual 

and more important concerns, that we may live ac- 

_ cording to thy bleſſed will and word, as an holy nation 

and a peculiar people. As in mercy thou haſt long 
| delighted 


/0g. 
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delighted in the Church, which thy right hand has 
planted and protected amongſt us, give us grace to 
laud and magnify thy name therein; and to worſhip 
thee in the beauty of truth and holineſs, becoming 
thy houſe for ever. And finally, as thou haſt added to 
all thy other benefits that of a religious and gracious 

King, do thou be pleaſed to make his way proſperous, 
and give him good ſucceſs: grant him a long life, 
and with it the conſtant manifeſtation of thy favour, 
which is ſtill better than life, and its beſt enjoyments. 
With the fame bleſſings of goodneſs do thou be pleaſed 
to crown his Royal Conſort, our exemplary and 205 
cious een, and all (and more eſpecially the e/der) 
branches of the Royal Family. As thou haſt given the 
King thy judgements, impart likewiſe thy righteouſneſs 
to the King's Sons: endue them with filial piety, chaſtity, 
and temperance; with all thoſe religious ſentiments 
and graces, which ſhed a ſplendor more illuſtrious than 


the moſt exalted fituations, or the nobleſt deſcent : 


make them as mature in virtue as in years, and qualify | 
them 


; k 


them by its guidance for the execution of thoſe high 


and oftenſible engagements, which are neceſſarily con- 
nected with the exiſtehce and welfare of the govern- 
ment. And give us grace, as ſubjefs and citizens, 


every one in his individual capacity, to ſtand ſtill, and 


frequently reaſon before thee on the righteous acts 


which thou haſt done for us and our fathers. Make 


vs truly thankful for every one of them: give us grace 


to acknowledge the operations of thy hands therein, 


and invariably to entertain an obedient regard to thy 


will. . 


Continue, gracious Lord, theſe thy good things to 


us, and our deſcendants, to the end of time. Make 


us happy and harmonious amongſt ourſelves, and 


reſpectable in the eyes of the nations that ſurround us 


ſo that, being witneſſes of our unexampled proſperity, 
they may ſay, Surely this is a great and underſtanding 


people, and aſſign as the origin and cauſe of all, that 
| the 
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the Lord their God is with them, and the ſhout of a 
King is amongſt hem! 2 


2 Grant us, O Lord, theſe and every other bleſſing 
by nationally and individually that is expedient for us: 
grant us all the bleſſings of time, and the bleſſings of 
* 6 eternity; grant them through the merits and mediation 
N of him who purchaſed: and beſtows them both, even . 
| thy bleſſed Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : to whom, 

with the Father and Eternal Spirit, three co-equal | 
* | Perſons in the one eſſential Jehovah, be aſcribed, by all 

= his reaſonable creatures, glory, praiſe, thankſgiving, 13 


and true obedience, for ever ver! Amen. 
W. +10 . 
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